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Dr Jian Kong is from the Harvard Medical School at Massachusetts General 

Hospital.  He is the director of the Neuroimaging Applications to Pain, 

Alternative Medicine & Placebo program in the Department of Psychiatry at 

MGH.  His research focuses on pain perception and modulation, placebo and 

nocebo effects, the brain pathophysiology of disorders such as chronic pain, 

depression, age-related memory decline, and autism, and how non-

pharmacological treatments (e.g., acupuncture, mind-body interventions, 

auricular vagus nerve stimulation, transcranial direct current stimulation) can 

modulate brain circuitry in these disorders using brain imaging tools such as 

MRI/fMRI, PET, and MEG.  Dr Kong has published more than 143 peer-

reviewed articles and book chapters in the above fields. 


